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DYNATRON, of which this is Volume 20, Number 1, is.
currently emanating from +the Great Swamps under
the direction of Roy Tackett, U412 Elderberry Drive,
Leurel Bay, South Carolina, with the special in-

" valuable assistance of Chrystal Tackett. DYNATRON
incorporates the obscure "Wayside Inn Discussions®

. "and the lessér lndéwn "Golden Gate Gibberish." The

_ - next.  issue . should appear sometime in october and.;
you can' get it for dontributing material, a trade, -
a letter of comment, or a dime, . .

A1 material this time, except cover, by ye editor.
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Liente alamo
" In which we veer. . . '

The liveliest subject in fantasy fandom these days
: appears to be the great debate on "Who Killed Science Fiction?"  Reams of.
paper and hundreds of words have appeared on ‘the subject. This idea is
explored. That theory is postulated. I may as well toss in my own ideas on
the subject. That's one of the reasons I publish this alleged fanzine,
S o The
question is: "Mthat's wrong with science fiction?t The answer is: Tt aintt

sellint," And this, of course, raisgs another question: 'ihy?" You. can
get a different answer to that one cvery time you ask it.
' ' Why isntt science
fiction selling? We cantt get display spaccC. Why? Becouse science fiction.
isntt selling.- - L P
- yhy isntt scicnce fiction selling? Ve got a distribution
problem, TWhy? Becausc science fiction isntt selling.
mpround and about
and came out whercin I went."
' Next time you visit your local ncwsstand take
inventory. This is the one in your ncighbourhood, not the big onc down town.
Well, therets the comics, of coursec., They scll big with the kiddies, both
big and 1little, Some slick women's magazines, the news wecklics, .2 sclection
of ments magazines of the TRUE, SAGA, ARGOSY, varicty. Here!s a wide sclec-
tion of TV and movie fan.magazines slanted for the tecenagers. Many a dif-
ferent specialty magozine. Devoted to boatingycars, outdoor barbeques, dogs,
comeras, Sscwing, do-it-yoursclf projects, all sorts of stuff like that.
Where are the pulps? There arc a couple over therc with the comics, Lctts
scc, MANHUNT, AMAZING, HITCHCOCK, pcrhaps 'a couplc others. How comc you
dontt carry more pulps? They dontt sells :

, . -We scicnce fiction types like to
think of oursclves as a bit different., A cut above, as it were. Look, the
‘ ; avorage. pulp reader during the heyday of the pulps
was Sam TWorkingman who got off the job at five,
.| picked up asfcw bottles of beer and forked over a
, ' i dime or 1 for a pulp magazinc on his way home
y (K R AP ¢ pulp mag y

o

.| and when he got there took off his shocs, opcnecd
TV o, - his beer and sat back to enjoy the wild adventures
—T 0 of some detcctive, cowboy, spaccman, or general
- s | roustabout thercby ecscaping, albict vicariously,

N 1 | for a while from the mndone world.  Nowadays Sam
LN S has a TV sct so all he has to stop by for is the
1 becr., He gets tho same cffcct by staring raptly
! <l at the onc - cyod monstor and a lot more vividly.

N '..,__./ 7'\ AR Tho will deny that the majority of TV farc today
( £ |l is the scme %ype of stuff.we got in the pulps a
fow years ago? So why spend 35¢ or LO¢ or 50c for
a magozine when you can get the samc thing for a
fow cents worth of clectricity?
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And thatts one of the things thatts wrdng with science fiction, Despite the
protests of loudly declaiming fen science fiction was pulp fiction.

Now,
hold on there, friend. What you say may be true to some extent but all the
pulp readers arentt in that category. Why I know for a fact that---. Sure.
So Joe Middleclass used to read a lot of pulp,; too. Vhatts Joe doing these
days? Take a look at your newsstand again, See all those specialty maga-
zines? That's what Joets doing, Hels prosperous, For that matter, so is
Sam, Joe has new interests like boats, and photography, and cars, and out-
door barbequeing in the suburbs, His evenings are taken up with his new
hobbies and he doesnt!t have the time nor the inclinotion to read the pulps.
Tnstead of settling dowm to read he goes for a spin on the! lake or down to
the karting track, .. ‘ v

‘ ‘ And thatt!s another thing thot's wrong with the pulps and,
by association, with science fiction. Prosperity is killing them. ’ '
‘ Tt would appecar that the pulps, - as
such, arc becoming extinct, and that science fiction is going to have to
adapt to survive. _
That is one thing Campbell is trying to do with ASF. He is
adopting. ASF appears on its way to becoming a specialty magazine,
There is
nothing wrong with scicnce fiction itsclf. The fault lics in the format, A
change is indicated. '
Comment?
. This subjcct has continued quitc long enough for this
time,
Veer,

1

HEADLINE: "AFL - CIO Supports Kemnedy." And thatts about as big a surprise
as the nomination of Nixon by the GOP. ’
1R '
Dick Schultz comments in YANDRO that he found I,ourcl Bay on a map of
South Carolina, amd’it is'in the midst of'fiiles and miles of swamp and ribybd
T wasntt éxaggerating. Dick must have a very recent map. I wonder how that
last surveying party managed to find their way out?

. Actually, T will admit
to a bit of exoggeration so far as Laurcl Bay is concerned, This is a mod-
ern type cormunity with casy access to the main highways, But we are in the
middle of miles and milcs of swamp and I exoggerate littlc the wildness of
the arca, Wec have communities and farms and some damn near inpenctrable
swamp in which lurk the various orders of recptilia Itve written about.  The
Marinc Corps has a fabulous jet air station here, A1l opcrations ccased a
fow months ago while the Provost Marshallls crew captured an cight-foot al-
ligator that had decided to sun itself in the middle of one of the rumvays.
Snakes of all varieties abound and there are rcports of bear and panther.
A thousand types of insects creep, crawl, fly, and make lifc miscrable., -An
immigrant from the West, the coyote, is filtering into the arca,

: : : Which
brings us to a point., (I knew wetd get to one sooncr or later.) Here we arc
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rodern, 20th Century, types who live in our great cities or their suburbs.
Vo deive our modern, 20th Century, type cars down our modern, 20th Century
type highways at a spced that takes us from one pocket of civilization to
the next in a matter of a fow minutes and all. the while we admire the view
of the billboards and strip cities along the way. 4 T

v : o But have you ever thought
sbout just how rmch of this country is still wild? I cantt speak firsthand
about the Northeast and Middlewest but in the South and Wost there are
vast arcas of almost cmpty (so far as human habitation is concerncd) spaccs.
Tie dontt notice it much as we sec the buili-up arcas along the highways and
we get the general impression that the-land is filled., But these. built-up
arcas. extend only a fow hundred yardscon either side of the road and “beyond
thom we find swarp, forest, descrt, mountains, al} sorts of seldom visited.
terrain, Maybe some hunters stray off the beaten path at times in pursuit
of birds or gare but on the whole there arc tremendous arcas of this coun-
try which are scldon visited by us modorn, 20th Century, types. S

_ ' _ o ' : : ‘ “There is
really no reason why we should. Thosc arc just boondock arcas and, rcally,
there is nothing of intcrest going on in them,  Is there?

i

DYNATRON has appearcd in the distant past a couple of times although in
different guises and on a very limited level. I hope to get it out fairly
regularly, perhaps six-weckly or monthly, depending on material and time a-
voilable,

_ . SOLICITATION, Matcrial is nccded and contributions are herewith
invited, Contributors will be honored by a special sacrifice to the Musc
who guides their particular spocialty. Fiction, articles, essays, what-have-
you. A1l T ask is that their be scme relationship, however faint, to scicnce
fiction, fantasy, fandom, or rclated subjects, And that should leave quite
a bit of latitude. Corments and suggestions arc welcome and might cven be
acted upon. (I rcfusc to throw ryself into the swarp.)

_ _ - September, I .an
told, is a bad timc to lounch a fanzine, What with the werldcon and all the
fen are pretty well burned out for a few weeks, That nay be so but the pub-
bing bug knows no scason. Besides, I'mnot geing to et that brand-new mimeo
sit there and gather dust, Terll hove a letter colurm, of coursc, with the
hope of getting an argurment or two going, Book review now and then, but I
think 1111 stay away from rcviewing the jgeneral run of scicnce fiction books.
They get plenty of publicity in the prozines and in other fanzircs, . There
will be a fanzinc listing and a review or two.  Art? Somc, And the news,
weather and spa ts. ' ‘ - -

S our cover this time is by Vera Lerma, a nonfan, who insists that it
doesntt nake any sScnse However, itts a fair representation of lifc in the.
Great Swarp. o ‘ _ . :

ittt

: mge who fights and runs away, lives to run another dq.y'. ";
—Bret Maverick, < o



While digging through an old trunk a few days ago I came across my old
Science Fiction League button, A thing of beauty, that. The Earth and 13
stars against a dark blue background. Across this firmament flashes a golden
spaceship with rockets blazing. Encircling this in letters of gold on a red
background are the words "Science Fiction Ieague," T buffed the insignia to
restore its original lustre and placed it in my coat lapel.

Perhaps the
League might be revived as a sort of 1ni‘orma.1 federation of all fan activi-
ties, A sort of general tying toge’q; #; as it were,

<.,»5, ‘ Blue whales are 20 feet

MXM

The Southern Fandom Group has sounded the rebel yell and- is
attempting to breathe a little life into Dixie fanac. Al Andrews is the Di-
rector, and the 0-0 is entitled, appropriately enough, "The Southern Fan."
Tt is edited by Jerry Burge. SFG is mot in competition with anyone but the
idea is to combat the encrvating effects of Southern weather, get Dixie fans
off their duffs, and stir them bones into more and better writing, fanzines,
discussions, conferences, and catfish fries,

long at birth,

SFG is off to a good start and
growing fast, Bob Farnham, 506 2nd Avenue, Dalton, Georgia, is the Corres—
ponding Secretary and yt'all contact him for details. Heah?

Eryd
An item here
says that two scientists from the University of Chile say man may be able to
use his own muscular power to fly. I thought this one was disproven a long
time ago.. Of course, it was proven theoretically that the bumblebee can not
fly either, Bub the way us modern, 20th Century, types are going in a few
years we won!t be oblc to usc our own muscular power to walk, let alone fly,

Anotheor item says that children lose the ability to imitate strange
noises at about age 10, I always flgurcd that rock-and-rollers were older

than that,
ﬁ%ﬂ

, one of the current hot items in the news is the apparent differcnces
of opinion between Moscow and Pciplng. A rccent story mokes note of this
and states that Moscow, of course, is. cxpected to cmerge triumphant in this
struggle, Which brings to mind "Sixth Column" whercin Heinlein records a
similarstruggle with the rest of themworld, . as now, anticipating the vie-
tory of Moscow. Homnleln mentions the shock to the Western world when China
absorbed Russia. - This would, no doubt, bc a shock to our real worldyshould
it occur, It is a logical assumption, hovrever, Therc arc more than &ix
hundred million Chincse and China contains some of the wildest terrain
in the world, China could fight a war that might cost them holf of their
population and still have cnough loft. over to overwhelm almost anything sent
. agoinst them, T fear not the Beor so much as I do the Dragon, (Man, “therc
is some crazy, mixed-up grommar in that paragraph.)

' Have just lcarncd about
a new TV program. A science-western, Stagecoach to Mars.

Ak

veer.
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VITCHCRAFT

A WAYSIDE INN DISCUSSION

ZEditorts Note: Elder fen may vaguely recall the Wayside Inn, an cstablish-
ment which, some ycars ago, was located in the wilds of Colorado. Like the
Whitc Hart ond Gavagants, the Inn had its rcgular clicntage which gathered
on frequent occasions to relieve its collective thirst, :do appropriatec
homage to the great god,  Bacchus, and discuss mattcrs of more or lcss mu-
tual interest and entertainment. We have dusted off the files on somc  of
thesc, brought them up to datc, and will, herewith, and in thc future, pro-
sent them for your amuscment and, 1’:011%%1;; s edification.7
"Witchcraft,? said Mr Bailey as his schooner was being refilled, tthatis -

a fascinating subject, Imagine being able to conjure up the 0ld Boy himself,
or one of his assistants, and moking & deal for anything you desired. The
interesting possibilities are infinite.n ‘ ’

Mr Torbit shifted his not-inconsiderable bulk and lowered his scotch
glass to the bar, "The payment required for the service by far offsets any
advantages that might accrue," he rumbled. ' :

"I have heard," said Elarty, gazing into the grcen depths of his Star-
board Light (a drink, in the opinion of the illustrious bartender, fit only
for the heathen Chinee who invented it), "that witcheraft is nothing more
than a carry-over from the old pre-Christian religion in Europe.t

"Depends on what you mean by witcheraft," said Mr Stede.

"Ts there more than one kind?" Elarty asked. ' _

"gitcheraft," said Mr Stede, M"ig a label which, like the roof of " the
Pontagon, covers a multitude of strange things. - Pre-Christian rcligions,
sorceryydemonology, heresy — especially heresy -- arc among the many things
covercd by the label of witchcraft. Actually,
up to about, oh, say 1300 or thcreibouts, a

witch was primarily a sorceror or Sorceress. : RS v_‘\ /‘ 3 .

The only thing pre-Christian about it was that - R \ 4 ‘\\ 1 K/ P

the belief in sorcery dates back to long be-- ' 2\,\.\' WK J x! A\ ! sy
for christian times. Witcheraft concormed it~" =S\ Y A\ LS
sclf with the casting of spells and the con= = -} AW o A - =
trolling of the forces of nature and things of A DN L g
that sort. Making rain, calling down the ) \F N\ 2y, N\/ oy I
lightening, hexing a cow, things like thats = Ny S &L X o

"Then in the carly 1300s the church got T “-". /j ")L W

into the act by conjuring up’the devil and § ‘,\- !\ % .

witcheraft became intertwined with demonology.
"our modern conception of witcheraft, ' as
it is known ‘o John Doe Common Man, is the -
creation of the Christian Church, These con-
cepts werc fostered and spread: by the Church
through the inquisition to further entrench’
the power of the Church, place the fear of God .
into the people, and, not the least incidental- °~ A Devil, (After Mandeville,
ly, to fatten the purses of the hicrarchy of = strasbourg, 1L8L.,)
thie Jnurch, particularly thosc concerned with o : -
the Inquisition.n
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o you mean to say," interjected Mr Porbit, "that up to that time
witcheraft had nothing to do with the devil? ~Phil, give us another round."

nprecisely, Mr Torbit, Preciscly. Ah, thank you, Phil." Mr. Sbede
sipped his port and continued. uprior to 1300 Christianity had no quarrel
with sorcery. Sorcery andmagic were.a common place sort of thing that was
a part of every day life." ‘ ‘

mithat caused the change?" Mr Bailey asked.

nTt would scom," said Mr Stede, “that the Inquisition was most success~
ful, Tts purpose was to stamp out heresy. and by about 1300 it had just a-
bout finished the job. Iike any bureaucracy, the Inquisition looked about
for a reason to justify its continued;gxistence, Witchcraft was selected as
the new heresy. - The first trials for witchoraft were held in Provence about
1350 and between then and 1400 the various trials allowed the inquisitors to
work out the idea of sorecry being troason against God and the Church.  The
witches were accused and tried not.so much for sorcery but for entering into
a pact with the Devil to deny God and to abominate the Christian Church,
The whole idca of witcheraft as we know it now was croated at that time, the
pact with the Devil, the Sabbat, the Black lMass, night flying;. all the rest,

"During the 15th, 16th, and 17th cénturies the Inquisition and eivil
witch trials really got rolling. Witches were classified, cataloged, and
codified, The Church and the State prosecuted with such a fervor that the
population of Europe and early Amorica became hysterical about the whole
thing, The range of crimes that came under the heading of witchcraft be-
came increasingly broad until almost anyone could be accused for almost any
reason, Witcheraft was considercd a most grave and exceptional crime and
was dealt with by most grave and exceptional methods. Torturc was not only
permitted but required to gain confessions. Accepted trial procedure was
forgstten. ard accugation was tatamount to comviction. -

~ nT7t is not known for certain how many persons perished during the witch
trials but there must have been many hundreds; perhaps thousands,

nThe"witeh trials and torturcs became big business. The torturers ac-
tually sct upnand -published fixed rates for their services.

"Fortunately, in the late 1600s the world began to come to its senses
and the witch hunds znd trigls died out, While it 'last,e'd, end that was for
almost 0O yeprs, it was an exceptional period of superstition and terror,

you mingt be interested in reading 1The Witches! by Jay Williams. A
novel published in 1957 and a good account of witch hunting and trials in
Scotland in 1570.4. - |

‘Elarty sipped at his Starboard Light. = #It would seem that witchcraft
got ifs unsavory' reputation in what:are considered modern times," he com-
mented. ’ ‘ .

"oh, yes," said Mr. Stede. USprcery was rather respectable until the
Church tied ~it~ up with demonologys: Therc was a whole hiecrarcy of devils
with Lucifer at the top and numercus upder~devils. In addition there was a
great variety of demons and witches were considered to consort with the
whole unholy crew," e

uyesy" said 1 Bailey. "that- about that? From what Itve heard and read
there were some pretty wild goings—on between the witches and the. devils; es-
pecially at the Sabbats." oo ‘ '

"iell," said Mr Stede, "there is a wealth of story and detail about thate
T wish we had time to discuss it npw, but," ho sct down his cmpty glass,
nthis is Walpurgis night and T have an appointment.! - o

ot
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Tenzines

Ttems’ we managed to sneak out of the mail box while the alligator
wasn't lookinga C :

SI-FAN #l. Jerry Page, 193 Battery Pl, NE., Atlanta 7, Gaes '15¢. Streinz,
Farnham, Burge, Wermers, and Bloch., Tine cover by Burge. Bi-monthly.

PARSECTION #1. George C. Willick, 306 Broadway, Madison, Tnde 8/§d. Multi-
graphed by Lynn Hickman, A sympostium ori' SF by Dean MeLaughlin, Gordie Dick-
sony H'L _g,jold, and Lymn Hickman, Stories. Bi-monthly or sooncr. R

THE SOUTHERN FAN. Jerry Burge, 1707 Piper Circle, SE., Atlanta 16, Goorgia, .
0-0 of the Southern Fandom Group. E '

~
PR A

MONDAY EVENING GHOST. Bob Jennings, 3819 Chambers Dr., Nashville 11, Tenn,
15¢. Monthly mostly. All sorts of interesting items.

TTARHOON., Richard Bergeron, 110 Bank Street, New York 1y N, Y.s A SAPS Pub,
Excellent discussion on various and sundry by Dick andothers. Stimulatinge.

1E 70MBIE. Bob Tucker, Bloomington, Ili., May, 1940, issuc. I knew that
the mail was slow but this is ridiculous.

SHANGRI-LYAFFATRES #52, 980% White Knoll Dr., ILos Angeles 12, Calif. ,25¢,
1L0C, trade, other ways. Usual intercsting chit-chat and-items by-and ' :about
LASFS, including an item by E. Marmaladc COX,e ot ¢ oalL

’ ' : J° A - o, ]
STOMIE #1, Rog Fbert, l10 East Washington, Urbana, I1i. -For free .yet.
Dittoed., Mostly by Ebert. Irregular.. A couple of intcresting items,

RETROGRADE. Redd Boggs, 2209 Highland pPlace, NE., linncapolis 21, .Minn, 1.0C
or trade, Beautiful workmanship, Interesting matcrial by Boggs and others.
ced . P s - .

KIPPLE, Ted Pauls, 1Ll Meriden Drive, Baltimore 12, Md.- 10¢;.: L0Cy ETCa,
Lots of Pauls, short item by Tucker in #L. ILctters, discussions. .

YANDRO #91. Bob & Juanita Coulson, R’r}3:~"3, Tabash, Ind., Mastly mohthly. 15¢.
Right good. As usual.

MAINE-IAC. E. Mickle Coxs; 98l So Normandie Avciy 18s Angeles 6, Calif. SAPS.
The Lubec Leprechaun looscly literate. Long way from Lubcec.,

HH

That ever happencd to Colorado fandom? Will the alligators take over? Is
Ed Cox for recal? Find out in the next DYNATRON.

R

This is a marinated publicatione
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